
   

 

 

 

 
 























Truth in Love Biblical Training Center Certified Biblical Counselor Program 
Module 3 – Hermeneutics 

NOTE: This was the statement that launched the International Council on Biblical 

Inerrancy, an interdenominational joint effort by hundreds of evangelical scholars and 

leaders to defend biblical inerrancy against the trend toward liberal and neo-orthodox 

conceptions of Scripture. The Statement was produced at the Hyatt Regency O'Hare in 

Chicago in the fall of 1978, during an international summit conference of concerned 

evangelical leaders. It was signed by nearly 300 noted evangelical scholars, including 

Boice, Norman L. Geisler, John Gerstner, Carl F. H. Henry, Kenneth Kantzer, Harold 

Lindsell, John Warwick Montgomery, Roger Nicole, J.I. Packer, Robert Preus, Earl 

Radmacher, Francis Schaeffer, R.C. Sproul, and John Wenham. The ICBI disbanded in 

1988, its work complete. The Council ultimately produced three major statements: this 

one on biblical inerrancy in 1978, one on biblical hermeneutics in 1982, and one on 

biblical application in 1986. A published copy of the statement may be found in Carl F. 

H. Henry in God, Revelation and Authority, vol. 4 (Waco, TX: Word Books, 1979), on pp. 

211-21. 

 

PREFACE 

The authority of Scripture is a key issue for the Christian Church in this and every age. 

Those who profess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are called to show the reality 

of their discipleship by humbly and faithfully obeying God’s written Word. To stray 

from Scripture in faith or conduct is disloyalty to our Master. Recognition of the total 

truth and trustworthiness of Holy Scripture is essential to a full grasp and adequate 

confession of its authority. 

The following Statement affirms this inerrancy of Scripture afresh, making clear our 

understanding of it and warning against its denial. We are persuaded that to deny it is 

to set aside the witness of Jesus Christ and of the Holy Spirit and to refuse that 

submission to the claims of God’s own Word that marks true Christian faith. We see it 

as our timely duty to make this affirmation in the face of current lapses from the truth 

of inerrancy among our fellow Christians and misunderstanding of this doctrine in the 

world at large. 



xl                                                                              Appendix 4 

Truth in Love Biblical Training Center Certified Biblical Counselor Program 
Module 3 – Hermeneutics 

This Statement consists of three parts: a Summary Statement, Articles of Affirmation 

and Denial, and an accompanying Exposition. It has been prepared in the course of a 

three-day consultation in Chicago. 

Those who have signed the Summary Statement and the Articles wish to affirm their 

own conviction as to the inerrancy of Scripture and to encourage and challenge one 

another and all Christians to growing appreciation and understanding of this doctrine. 

We acknowledge the limitations of a document prepared in a brief, intensive conference 

and do not propose that this Statement be given creedal weight. Yet we rejoice in the 

deepening of our own convictions through our discussions together, and we pray that 

the Statement we have signed may be used to the glory of our God toward a new 

reformation of the Church in its faith, life and mission. 

We offer this Statement in a spirit, not of contention, but of humility and love, which we 

propose by God’s grace to maintain in any future dialogue arising out of what we have 

said. We gladly acknowledge that many who deny the inerrancy of Scripture do not 

display the consequences of this denial in the rest of their belief and behavior, and we 

are conscious that we who confess this doctrine often deny it in life by failing to bring 

our thoughts and deeds, our traditions and habits, into true subjection to the divine 

Word. 

We invite response to this Statement from any who see reason to amend its affirmations 

about Scripture by the light of Scripture itself, under whose infallible authority we 

stand as we speak. We claim no personal infallibility for the witness we bear, and for 

any help that enables us to strengthen this testimony to God’s Word we shall be 

grateful. This Statement consists of three parts: a Summary Statement, Articles of 

Affirmation and Denial, and an accompanying Exposition. It has been prepared in the 

course of a three-day consultation in Chicago. Those who have signed the Summary 

Statement and the Articles wish to affirm their own conviction as to the inerrancy of 

Scripture and to encourage and challenge one another and all Christians to growing 

appreciation and understanding of this doctrine. We acknowledge the limitations of a 

document prepared in a brief, intensive conference and do not propose that this 

Statement be given creedal weight. Yet we rejoice in the deepening of our own 

convictions through our discussions together, and we pray that the Statement we have 

signed may be used to the glory of our God toward a new reformation of the Church in 

its faith, life and mission.  

We offer this Statement in a spirit, not of contention, but of humility and love, which we 

propose by God's grace to maintain in any future dialogue arising out of what we have 
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said. We gladly acknowledge that many who deny the inerrancy of Scripture do not 

display the consequences of this denial in the rest of their belief and behavior, and we 

are conscious that we who confess this doctrine often deny it in life by failing to bring 

our thoughts and deeds, our traditions and habits, into true subjection to the divine 

Word. 

We invite response to this Statement from any who see reason to amend its affirmations 

about Scripture by the light of Scripture itself, under whose infallible authority we 

stand as we speak. We claim no personal infallibility for the witness we bear, and for 

any help that enables us to strengthen this testimony to God's Word we shall be 

grateful. 

 

I. SUMMARY STATEMENT 

1. God, who is Himself Truth and speaks truth only, has inspired Holy Scripture in 

order thereby to reveal Himself to lost mankind through Jesus Christ as Creator and 

Lord, Redeemer, and Judge. 

Holy Scripture is God’s witness to Himself. 

2. Holy Scripture, being God’s own Word, written by men prepared and superintended 

by His Spirit, is of infallible divine authority in all matters upon which it touches: It is to 

be believed, as God’s instruction, in all that it affirms; obeyed, as God’s command, in all 

that it requires; embraced, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises. 

3. The Holy Spirit, Scripture’s divine Author, both authenticates it to us by His inward 

witness and opens our minds to understand its meaning. 

4. Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is without error or fault in all its 

teaching, no less in what it states about God’s acts in creation, about the events of world 

history, and about its own literary origins under God, than in its witness to God’s 

saving grace in individual lives. 

5. The authority of Scripture is inescapably impaired if this total divine inerrancy is in 

any way limited of disregarded or made relative to a view of truth contrary to the 

Bible’s own; and such lapses bring serious loss to both the individual and the Church. 
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II. ARTICLES OF AFFIRMATION AND DENIAL 

Article I 

WE AFFIRM that the Holy Scriptures are to be received as the authoritative Word of 

God. 

WE DENY that the Scriptures receive their authority from the Church, tradition, or any 

other human source. 

Article II 

WE AFFIRM that the Scriptures are the supreme written norm by which God binds the 

conscience, and that the authority of the Church is subordinate to that of Scripture. 

WE DENY that Church creeds, councils, or declarations have authority greater than or 

equal to the authority of the Bible. 

 

Article III 

WE AFFIRM that the written Word in its entirety is revelation given by God. WE DENY 

that the Bible is merely a witness to revelation, or only becomes revelation in encounter, 

or depends on the responses of men for its validity. 

 

Article IV 

WE AFFIRM that God who made mankind in His image has used language as a means 

of revelation. 

WE DENY that human language is so limited by our creatureliness that it is rendered 

inadequate as a vehicle for divine revelation. WE FURTHER DENY that the corruption 

of human culture and language through sin has thwarted God’s work of inspiration. 

 

Article V 

WE AFFIRM that God’s revelation in the Holy Scriptures was progressive. 

WE DENY that later revelation, which may fulfill earlier revelation, ever corrects or 

contradicts it. WE FURTHER DENY that any normative revelation has been given since 

the completion of the New Testament writings.  

 

 



Appendix  4 xliii 

 

Truth in Love Biblical Training Center Certified Biblical Counselor Program 
Module 3 – Hermeneutics 

Article VI 

WE AFFIRM that the whole of Scripture and all its parts, down to the very words of the 

original, were given by divine inspiration. 

WE DENY that the inspiration of Scripture can rightly be affirmed of the whole without 

the parts, or of some parts but not the whole. 

 

Article VII 

WE AFFIRM that inspiration was the work in which God by His Spirit, through human 

writers, gave us His Word. The origin of Scripture is divine. The mode of divine 

inspiration remains largely a mystery to us. 

WE DENY that inspiration can be reduced to human insight, or to heightened states of 

consciousness of any kind.  

 

Article VIII 

WE AFFIRM that God in His Work of inspiration utilized the distinctive personalities 

and literary styles of the writers whom He had chosen and prepared. 

WE DENY that God, in causing these writers to use the very words that He chose, 

overrode their personalities. 

 

Article IX 

WE AFFIRM that inspiration, though not conferring omniscience, guaranteed true and 

trustworthy utterance on all matters of which the Biblical authors were moved to speak 

and write. 

WE DENY that the finitude or fallenness of these writers, by necessity or otherwise, 

introduced distortion or falsehood into God’s Word. 

 

Article X 

WE AFFIRM that inspiration, strictly speaking, applies only to the authographic text of 

Scripture, which in the providence of God can be ascertained from available 

manuscripts with great accuracy. WE FURTHER AFFIRM that copies and translations 

of Scripture are the Word of God to the extent that they faithfully represent the original. 
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WE DENY that any essential element of the Christian faith is affected by the absence of 

the autographs. WE FURTHER DENY that this absence renders the assertion of Biblical 

inerrancy invalid or irrelevant. 

 

Article XI 

WE AFFIRM that Scripture, having been given by divine inspiration, is infallible, so 

that, far from misleading us, it is true and reliable in all the matters it addresses. 

WE DENY that it is possible for the Bible to be at the same time infallible and errant in 

its assertions. Infallibility and inerrancy may be distinguished, but not separated. 

 

Article XII 

WE AFFIRM that Scripture in its entirety is inerrant, being free from falsehood, fraud, 

or deceit. 

WE DENY that Biblical infallibility and inerrancy are limited to spiritual, religious, or 

redemptive themes, exclusive of assertions in the fields of history and science. WE 

FURTHER DENY that scientific hypotheses about earth history may properly be used 

to overturn the teaching of Scripture on creation and the flood.  

 

Article XIII 

WE AFFIRM the propriety of using inerrancy as a theological term with reference to the 

complete truthfulness of Scripture. 

WE DENY that it is proper to evaluate Scripture according to standards of truth and 

error that are alien to its usage or purpose. WE FURTHER DENY that inerrancy is 

negated by Biblical phenomena such as a lack of modern technical precision, 

irregularities of grammar or spelling, observational descriptions of nature, the reporting 

of falsehoods, the use of hyperbole and round numbers, the topical arrangement of 

material, variant selections of material in parallel accounts, or the use of free citations.  

 

Article XIV 

WE AFFIRM the unity and internal consistency of Scripture. 

WE DENY that alleged errors and discrepancies that have not yet been resolved vitiate 

the truth claims of the Bible. 
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Article XV 

WE AFFIRM that the doctrine of inerrancy is grounded in the teaching of the Bible 

about inspiration. 

WE DENY that Jesus’ teaching about Scripture may be dismissed by appeals to 

accommodation or to any natural limitation of His humanity. 

 

Article XVI 

WE AFFIRM that the doctrine of inerrancy has been integral to the Church’s faith 

throughout its history. 

WE DENY that inerrancy is a doctrine invented by Scholastic Protestantism, or is a 

reactionary position postulated in response to negative higher criticism.  

 

Article XVII 

WE AFFIRM that the Holy Spirit bears witness to the Scriptures, assuring believers of 

the truthfulness of God written Word. 

WE DENY that this witness of the Holy Spirit operates in isolation from or against 

Scripture. 

 

Article XVIII 

WE AFFIRM that the text of Scripture is to be interpreted by grammatico-historical 

exegesis, taking account of its literary forms and devices, and that Scripture is to 

interpret Scripture. 

WE DENY the legitimacy of any treatment of the text or quest for sources lying behind 

it that leads to relativizing, dehistoricizing, or discounting its teaching, or rejecting its 

claims to authorship. 

 

Article XIX 

WE AFFIRM that a confession of the full authority, infallibility and inerrancy of 

Scripture is vital to a sound understanding of the whole of the Christian faith. WE 

FURTHER AFFIRM that such confession should lead to increasing conformity to the 

image of Christ. 
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WE DENY that such confession is necessary for salvation. However, WE FURTHER 

DENY that inerrancy can be rejected without grave consequences, both to the 

individual and to the Church. 

 

III. EXPOSITION 

Our understanding of the doctrine of inerrancy must be set in the context of the broader 

teachings of Scripture concerning itself. This exposition gives an account of the outline 

of doctrine from which our Summary Statement and Articles are drawn.  

A. Creation, Revelation and Inspiration 

The God, who formed all things by his creative utterances and governs all things by His 

Word of decree, made mankind in His own image for a life of communion with 

Himself, on the model of the eternal fellowship of loving communication within the 

Godhead. As God's image-bearer, man was to hear God's Word addressed to him and 

to respond in the joy of adoring obedience. Over and above God's self-disclosure in the 

created order and the sequence of events within it, human beings from Adam on have 

received verbal messages from Him, either directly, as stated in Scripture, or indirectly 

in the form of part or all of Scripture itself. 

When Adam fell, the Creator did not abandon mankind to final judgment, but promised 

salvation and began to reveal Himself as Redeemer in a sequence of historical events 

centering on Abraham's family and culminating in the life, death, resurrection, present 

heavenly ministry and promised return of Jesus Christ. Within this frame God has from 

time to time spoken specific words of judgment and mercy, promise and command, to 

sinful human beings, so drawing them into a covenant relation of mutual commitment 

between Him and them in which He blesses them with gifts of grace and they bless Him 

in responsive adoration. Moses, whom God used as mediator to carry his words to His 

people at the time of the exodus, stands at the head of a long line of prophets in whose 

mouths and writings God put His words for delivery to Israel. God's purpose in this 

succession of messages was to maintain His covenant by causing His people to know 

His name--that is, His nature--and His will both of precept and purpose in the present 

and for the future. This line of prophetic spokesmen from God came to completion in 

Jesus Christ, God's incarnate Word, who was Himself a prophet--more that a prophet, 

but not less--and in the apostles and prophets of the first Christian generation. When 

God's final and climactic message, His word to the world concerning Jesus Christ, had 

been spoken and elucidated by those in the apostolic circle, the sequence of revealed 

messages ceased. Henceforth the Church was to live and know God by what He had 

already said, and said for all time. 
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At Sinai God wrote the terms of His covenant on tablets of stone as His enduring 

witness and for lasting accessibility, and throughout the period of prophetic and 

apostolic revelation He prompted men to write the messages given to and through 

them, along with celebratory records of His dealings with His people, plus moral 

reflections on covenant life and forms of praise and prayer for covenant mercy. The 

theological reality of inspiration in the producing of Biblical documents corresponds to 

that of spoken prophecies: Although the human writers' personalities were expressed in 

what they wrote, the words were divinely constituted. Thus what Scripture says, God 

says; its authority is His authority, for He is its ultimate Author, having given it through 

the minds and words of chosen and prepared men who in freedom and faithfulness 

"spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet 1:21). Holy 

Scripture must be acknowledged as the Word of God by virtue of its divine origin. 

B. Authority: Christ and the Bible 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God who is the Word made flesh, our Prophet, Priest and King, 

is the ultimate Mediator of God's communication to man, as He is of all God's gifts of 

grace. The revelation He gave was more that verbal; He revealed the Father by His 

presence and His deeds as well. Yet His words were crucially important ; for He was 

God, He spoke from the Father, and His words will judge all men at the last day. 

As the prophesied Messiah, Jesus Christ is the central theme of Scripture. The Old 

Testament looked ahead to Him; the New Testament looks back to His first coming and 

on to His second. Canonical Scripture is the divinely inspired and therefore normative 

witness to Christ. No hermeneutic, therefore, of which the historical Christ is not the 

focal point is acceptable. Holy Scripture must be treated as what it essentially is--the 

witness of the Father to the incarnate Son. 

It appears that the Old Testament canon had been fixed by the time of Jesus. The New 

Testament canon is likewise now closed, inasmuch as no new apostolic witness to the 

historical Christ can now be borne. No new revelation (as distinct from Spirit-given 

understanding of existing revelation) will be given until Christ comes again. The canon 

was created in principle by divine inspiration. The Church's part was to discern the 

canon that God had created, not to devise one of its own. 

The word 'canon', signifying a rule of standard, is a pointer to authority, which means 

the right to rule and control. Authority in Christianity belongs to God in His revelation, 

which means, on the one hand, Jesus Christ, the living Word, and, on the other hand, 

Holy Scripture, the written Word. But the authority of Christ and that of Scripture are 

one. As our Prophet, Christ testified that Scripture cannot be broken. As our Priest and 
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King, He devoted His earthly life to fulfilling the law and the prophets, even dying in 

obedience to the words of messianic prophecy. Thus as He saw Scripture attesting Him 

and His authority, so by His own submission to Scripture He attested its authority. As 

He bowed to His Father's instruction given in His Bible (our Old Testament), so He 

requires His disciples to do--not, however, in isolation but in conjunction with the 

apostolic witness to Himself that He undertook to inspire by his gift of the Holy Spirit. 

So Christians show themselves faithful servants of their Lord by bowing to the divine 

instruction given in the prophetic and apostolic writings that together make up our 

Bible. 

By authenticating each other's authority, Christ and Scripture coalesce into a single 

fount of authority. The Biblically-interpreted Christ and the Christ-centered, Christ-

proclaiming Bible are from this standpoint one. As from the fact of inspiration we infer 

that what Scripture says, God says, so from the revealed relation between Jesus Christ 

and Scripture we may equally declare that what Scripture says, Christ says. 

C. Infallibility, Inerrancy, Interpretation 

Holy Scripture, as the inspired Word of God witnessing authoritatively to Jesus Christ, 

may properly be called 'infallible' and 'inerrant'. These negative terms have a special 

value, for they explicitly safeguard crucial positive truths. 

'Infallible' signifies the quality of neither misleading nor being misled and so safeguards 

in categorical terms the truth that Holy Scripture is a sure, safe and reliable rule and 

guide in all matters. 

Similarly, 'inerrant' signifies the quality of being free from all falsehood or mistake and 

so safeguards the truth that Holy Scripture is entirely true and trustworthy in all its 

assertions. 

WE AFFIRM that canonical Scripture should always be interpreted on the basis that it is 

infallible and inerrant. However, in determining what the God-taught writer is 

asserting in each passage, we must pay the most careful attention to its claims and 

character as a human production. In inspiration, God utilized the culture and 

conventions of his penman's milieu, a milieu that God controls in His sovereign 

providence; it is misinterpretation to imagine otherwise. 

So history must be treated as history, poetry as poetry, hyperbole and metaphor as 

hyperbole and metaphor, generalization and approximation as what they are, and so 

forth. Differences between literary conventions in Bible times and in ours must also be 

observed: Since, for instance, nonchronological narration and imprecise citation were 
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conventional and acceptable and violated no expectations in those days, we must not 

regard these things as faults when we find them in Bible writers. When total precision 

of a particular kind was not expected nor aimed at, it is no error not to have achieved it. 

Scripture is inerrant, not in the sense of being absolutely precise by modern standards, 

but in the sense of making good its claims and achieving that measure of focused truth 

at which its authors aimed. 

The truthfulness of Scripture is not negated by the appearance in it of irregularities of 

grammar or spelling, phenomenal descriptions of nature, reports of false statements (for 

example, the lies of Satan), or seeming discrepancies between one passage and another. 

It is not right to set the so-called "phenomena" of Scripture against the teaching of 

Scripture about itself. Apparent inconsistencies should not be ignored. Solution of them, 

where this can be convincingly achieved, will encourage our faith, and where for the 

present no convincing solution is at hand we shall significantly honor God by trusting 

His assurance that His Word is true, despite these appearances, and by maintaining our 

confidence that one day they will be seen to have been illusions. 

Inasmuch as all Scripture is the product of a single divine mind, interpretation must 

stay within the bounds of the analogy of Scripture and eschew hypotheses that would 

correct one Biblical passage by another, whether in the name of progressive revelation 

or of the imperfect enlightenment of the inspired writer's mind. 

Although Holy Scripture is nowhere culture-bound in the sense that its teaching lacks 

universal validity, it is sometimes culturally conditioned by the customs and 

conventional views of a particular period, so that the application of its principles today 

calls for a different sort of action.  

D. Skepticism and Criticism 

Since the Renaissance, and more particularly since the Enlightenment, world views 

have been developed that involve skepticism about basic Christian tenets. Such are the 

agnosticism that denies that God is knowable, the rationalism that denies that He is 

incomprehensible, the idealism that denies that He is transcendent, and the 

existentialism that denies rationality in His relationships with us. When these un- and 

anti-Biblical principles seep into men's theologies at presuppositional level, as today 

they frequently do, faithful interpretation of Holy Scripture becomes impossible.  

E. Transmission and Translation 

Since God has nowhere promised an inerrant transmission of Scripture, it is necessary 

to affirm that only the autographic text of the original documents was inspired and to 
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maintain the need of textual criticism as a means of detecting any slips that may have 

crept into the text in the course of its transmission. The verdict of this science, however, 

is that the Hebrew and Greek text appears to be amazingly well preserved, so that we 

are amply justified in affirming, with the Westminster Confession, a singular 

providence of God in this matter and in declaring that the authority of Scripture is in no 

way jeopardized by the fact that the copies we possess are not entirely error-free. 

Similarly, no translation is or can be perfect, and all translations are an additional step 

away from the autograph. Yet the verdict of linguistic science is that English-speaking 

Christians, at least, are exceedingly well served in these days with a host of excellent 

translations and have no cause for hesitating to conclude that the true Word of God is 

within their reach. Indeed, in view of the frequent repetition in Scripture of the main 

matters with which it deals and also of the Holy Spirit's constant witness to and 

through the Word, no serious translation of Holy Scripture will so destroy its meaning 

as to render it unable to make its reader "wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus" (2 Tim. 3:15).  

F. Inerrancy and Authority 

In our affirmation of the authority of Scripture as involving its total truth, we are 

consciously standing with Christ and His apostles, indeed with the whole Bible and 

with the main stream of Church history from the first days until very recently. We are 

concerned at that casual, inadvertent and seemingly thoughtless way in which a belief 

of such far-reaching importance has been given up by so many in our day. 

We are conscious too that great and grave confusion results from ceasing to maintain 

the total truth of the Bible whose authority one professes to acknowledge. The result of 

taking this step is that the Bible that God gave loses its authority, and what has 

authority instead is a Bible reduced in content according to the demands of one's critical 

reasoning and in principle reducible still further once one has started. This means that 

at bottom independent reason now has authority, as opposed to Scriptural teaching. If 

this is not seen and if for the time being basic evangelical doctrines are still held, 

persons denying the full truth of Scripture may claim an evangelical identity while 

methodologically they have moved away from the evangelical principle of knowledge 

to an unstable subjectivism, and will find it hard not to move further. 

WE AFFIRM that what Scripture says, God says. May He be glorified. 

Amen and Amen. 
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By Dr. Greg L. Bahnsen 

 

Article 1 

God’s Prerogative to Reveal Himself  

WE AFFIRM that God alone has the competence and authority to define His own 

character, work and will, so that man’s knowledge of the same depends upon divine 

self-revelation.  

WE AFFIRM that the only unchallengeable authority for doctrine or life, either for the 

individual believer or the corporate church, is the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.  

WE DENY that human speculation, imagination, tradition (even that of the 

church), or reasoning (even that labeled “science”) has the aptitude or right to 

repudiate, replace, correct, or supplement what God has revealed about Himself, 

His works, or His will.  

WE DENY that continuing changes in the world’s scholarship pertaining to 

nature or history or changes in the lifestyle of unbelievers justify in themselves 

amending our interpretation of Scripture or correcting what it teaches.  

 

Article 2 

God’s Efficacy in Revealing Himself  

WE AFFIRM that God is omnipotent and sovereign, so that nothing has prevented Him 

from clearly and infallibly revealing to man His person and attributes, His works, and 

His will.  

WE AFFIRM that the process of transmitting God’s word through the ages has not 

diminished the infallibility and authority of the original message.  

WE DENY that anything about the human mind and its functioning, any feature 

about human language, or the temporal and cultural particularity of all 

communication thwarts God from delivering to man a clear and universally 

applicable revelation of Himself, His works and His will.  

WE DENY that God’s use of human instrumentality in proclaiming or writing 

His word entails the fallibility or errancy of that word as a final product.  
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WE DENY that Scripture’s perfection is incompatible with its genuine human 

authorship.  

WE DENY that the inerrancy of the original text of Scripture automatically 

extends to the process of transmission and translation.  

 

Article 3 

God’s Non-Verbal Self-Revelation in the Created Order  

WE AFFIRM that God continually reveals Himself as Creator, Sustainer, Governor and 

Judge to all mankind through the external world’s order and splendor, as well as 

through man’s internal consciousness as a rational and moral being.  

WE AFFIRM that this general revelation so clearly, effectively, and inescapably displays 

the deity, personal attributes, glory, and moral will of God that all men are left without 

excuse for sin and unbelief, standing under His wrath and condemnation.  

WE AFFIRM that, apart from God’s saving grace, fallen men naturally respond to God’s 

general revelation by seeking in a variety of unrighteous ways (ranging from open 

repudiation to false religiosity) to suppress and distort the truth about God, resulting in 

vain reasoning and darkened understanding.  

WE DENY that God’s general revelation communicates His saving grace or plan, 

and that it can relieve man’s spiritual, intellectual or moral plight.  

WE DENY that the veracity of God’s verbal revelation may be confined to 

matters of eternal salvation, or restricted to an absence of willful deception by the 

writer, or reduced to Scripture infallibly accomplishing God’s personal purposes 

in its hearer or reader.  

 

Article 4 

God’s Self-Revelation in the Canonical Scriptures  

WE AFFIRM that, both before and after the fall, God has also specially revealed 

Himself, His works, and His will in a variety of ways: by addressing individuals, by 

typological events and ritual institutions, by inspired proclamation through prophets 

and apostles, and supremely by the personal manifestation of His own Son, Jesus 

Christ.  

WE AFFIRM that many of these various divine revelations were verbally recorded for 

all subsequent ages in the canonical Scripture of the Old and New Testaments, which is 

also itself the very revelation of God to man as a word of both information and power.  
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WE AFFIRM that in all of its linguistic functions, whether praises, promises, commands, 

threatenings, questions, assurances, exhortations, confessions, narratives or 

propositional teaching, etc. the Scripture is authoritative as God’s word.  

WE AFFIRM that the Scripture communicates not only all of the theological and moral 

truths of general revelation, but goes beyond what is available to man in general 

revelation by especially revealing God’s gracious plan of salvation and its 

accomplishment in history, focusing upon the work of Jesus as the Christ.  

WE DENY that there was or is continuing additions to special revelation beyond 

the historical completion of the canon of Scripture.  

WE DENY that the theological truths and moral demands communicated by 

general revelation disagree with the theological and moral content of Scriptural 

revelation, either in substance or specific application.  

WE DENY that the authority of God may be separated from or set in opposition 

to the authority of Scripture, in part or in whole, on any matter which Scripture 

addresses, including details of nature or history.  

WE DENY that any human judgment or assertion which purports to interpret 

and give expression to God’s non-verbal general revelation may take precedence 

in theology or ethics over God’s own verbally-expressed revelation.  

WE DENY any dichotomy between an inerrant “kernel” and an alleged errant 

“husk” of the Scriptural message.  

WE DENY the inference that, because the Bible does not present itself as a 

“textbook” in a certain field of study, what the Bible teaches in that field may be 

dismissed as erroneous.  

 

Article 5 

The Relevance of Extrabiblical Scholarship  

WE AFFIRM that extrascriptural studies in fields relevant to Biblical interpretation (e.g., 

linguistics, archaeology, natural science, history) may be a great benefit in elucidating 

the meaning of the Biblical text and deepening our understanding of it.  

WE AFFIRM that when such studies appear to conflict with the Biblical text, they may 

legitimately occasion the reexamination and possible correction of previous 

interpretations given to the text.  

WE DENY, however, that any Biblical text which has been given its proper 

linguistic sense (in semantic, literary and theological context) may be challenged, 

corrected, or ignored on the basis of conclusions reached in fallible, extrabiblical 

fields of study.  
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WE DENY that modern studies using sophisticated scholarly tools or computer 

technology may properly produce such novel interpretations of any Scriptural 

text that its original recipients, without the tools of modern scholarship, could 

not have gained that understanding for themselves from the text itself (even with 

the aid of progressive revelation). 

 

Article 6 

The Historico-Grammatical Method of Interpretation  

WE AFFIRM that God’s verbal revelation in Scripture is intended as a public 

communication and must be properly understood according to the same principles of 

interpretation which apply to any human, non-esoteric, literary work.  

WE AFFIRM that the Scripture is interpreted correctly only when interpreted according 

to its letter (“literally”) in the normal, historical and grammatical sense, taking account 

of a text’s literary genre (whether figurative or not, etc.) and the author’s intent (as 

determined semantically, and by the local and broader literary contexts).  

WE DENY that Scripture contains secret wisdom or hidden, subtle meanings 

which are ascertained by approaching the Bible on some supposed higher or 

Spiritual plane.  

WE DENY that deeper, creative insights and artistic connections in Scripture 

should be maximized by lines of interpretation which follow no objective, 

definite, or consistent rule of interpretation which would make publicly 

predictable and correctable conclusions possible.  

WE DENY that Scripture is properly handled by any “prooftexting” method 

which fails to consult a text’s local context as well as the entire teaching of 

Scripture as it pertains to any particular text.  

WE DENY as well that any theological or moral truth (including the larger theme 

or thrust of the Bible as a whole) can be established without adducing texts from 

Scripture which prove it or without showing that it follows by sound logical 

inference from such.  

WE DENY that Scripture, as some would allege about any literary work, is empty 

of fixed and objective meaning so that its language makes no unchanging 

disclosure, its authorial intent is inaccessible, and every reading of a text 

constitutes a misreading.  

WE DENY that literary evidence of stylized expression, order or balance in a text 

of Scripture precludes its historicity or factuality.  
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WE DENY that the Biblical authors invented illustrative stories or traditions and 

then narrated or presented them as though they were actual historical events.  

 

Article 7 

The Primary and Secondary Authors of Scripture  

WE AFFIRM that God used a variety of fallible human authors and editors with 

differences in background, personality, interest, setting and linguistic idiom in 

producing the Scriptures, and yet the Holy Spirit was in each case the primary author of 

the Scriptures, thus requiring that the Bible be acknowledged as completely true in 

what it teaches and interpreted as one book (with unity, harmony and consistency), not 

many.  

WE DENY that the teaching of one Biblical author may be set in conflict with the 

teaching of another Biblical author, as though they contradict each other rather 

than complementing and enriching each other in their distinctive styles, themes, 

and assertions.  

WE DENY that any author of Scripture misunderstood, misinterpreted, or 

misapplied any previous portion of Scripture which he quotes or to which he 

alludes.  

WE DENY that, at the time the human authors of Scripture received revelation 

from the Holy Spirit, they fully perceived the full implications of their own 

words or how they would come to pass in the light of redemptive history and 

further revelation.  

WE DENY that any of the erroneous beliefs and historical limitations of an 

author’s society or his own personal misperceptions were incorporated as truth 

in the text of Scripture, thereby calling for the correction of modern experts in 

science, history, sociology, etc.  

 

Article 8 

The Self-Interpreting Nature of Scripture  

WE AFFIRM that the normative themes or conceptual perspectives by which the truths 

of Scripture should be organized and interpreted may be drawn from the Scripture 

itself.  

WE AFFIRM that extrabiblical themes, perspectives, frameworks or organizing 

principles which are brought to the text may be pedagogically convenient or effective in 
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teaching the message of Scripture, but have no authority for determining the meaning 

of the text itself.  

WE DENY that any Biblical model or perspective leads to doctrinal or moral 

conclusions which are at odds with conclusions reached by means of other 

Biblical models or perspectives.  

WE DENY that the pre-understandings and personal horizon which the reader 

brings to the text of Scripture may properly function to edit its message or render 

its meaning not objectively uniform for all readers.  

WE DENY that the historical and cultural specifics used in Biblical motifs or 

paradigms hinder a true understanding of the Biblical text, deter readers from 

discerning its intended sense, or prevent cross-cultural translation, proclamation 

and application of what the Biblical authors meant.  

 

Article 9 

The Clarity of Scripture  

WE AFFIRM that God’s central message and demand in Scripture is so clear that any 

hearer or reader using the common and ordinary means of literary interpretation may 

understand it.  

WE AFFIRM that even the deepest divine mysteries which are revealed in Scripture are 

communicated clearly enough that with diligence they may be cogently understood and 

taught.  

WE DENY that all parts of Scripture are equally plain to all readers or as readily 

understood in themselves as other parts of Scripture.  

WE DENY that there is a need for a pope, an infallible church or council, or 

modern scientific experts to interpret the true meaning of Scripture and explain 

to all men what is and is not incumbent upon them to believe and obey.  

WE DENY that the true and full meaning of any Biblical text is multiple, 

subjective, or varies from reader to reader.  

WE DENY that any aspect of the Biblical message can be expressed only in 

irresolvably contradictory assertions or in a fashion which requires mystical 

apprehension.  
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Article 10 

The Redemptive-Covenantal Development Within Scripture  

WE AFFIRM that all of God’s post-fall covenantal administrations complemented (not 

contradicted) each other, being progressively revealed facets of the same underlying 

single promise of God which came to fulfillment in the person and saving work of Jesus 

Christ.  

WE AFFIRM that the Old Covenant and the New Covenant are one in purpose and 

substance, constituting a unified Covenant of Grace established by God, with both 

Testaments testifying to the person and saving work of Christ as the central message of 

the whole Bible.  

WE AFFIRM that under Old Covenant administrations, the redemptive precepts and 

marks of ritual purity or consecration were temporary foreshadows of the Savior, being 

a tutor which taught justification by faith and led to Christ, who was the aim or purpose 

to which the entire Old Covenant Scriptures pointed.  

WE DENY that the Old Covenant foreshadows which are found in redemptive 

precepts or regulations for ritual purity or consecration are obligatory after the 

advent of the reality they anticipated, the establishment of the New Covenant in 

Christ.  

WE DENY that the New Covenant’s displacement of Old Covenant regulations 

for redemption or ritual purity and consecration places the Old and New 

Covenants in opposition or antagonism to each other.  

WE DENY that the laying aside of the redemptive and ritual aspects of Old 

Covenant teaching legitimately implies the laying aside of the whole of Old 

Covenant instruction, as though only those things repeated in the New 

Testament have continuing authority and application.  

 

Article 11 

Scripture’s Unchanging Moral Instruction  

WE AFFIRM that the moral character and behavior which God requires of man are a 

reflection of His own holy, righteous and unchanging character, so that all men in all 

ages are under obligation to the moral instruction found throughout the Bible, both in 

the norms given generalized statement and in the moral principles which underlie 

Scripture’s culturally specific illustrations and applications.  
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WE DENY that God has a double standard of morality (one for His people and a 

different one for the cultures of the unbelieving world) or any notion of ethical 

relativism.  

WE DENY that Christ’s accomplishment of the salvation anticipated throughout 

the Old Testament has cancelled the moral instruction previously revealed by 

God. 

 

Article 12 

The Objective Text as Standard  

WE AFFIRM that the standard by which our unchanging God manifests His holy 

requirements and guides the lifestyle of His people is set down specifically and 

definitively in the text of His written word.  

WE AFFIRM that the teaching and norm of the written text remains fully and solely the 

authority for God’s people whether they are historically closer to man’s fall from 

original purity, or to the accomplishment of redemption at Christ’s first advent, or to 

redemption’s consummation at Christ’s final coming.  

WE DENY that God intends His people to live by their maturing ethical 

consciousness or by some gradually evolving moral standard which goes 

beyond, or even against, the Scriptural text, the divinely intended control factor 

for theology and ethics.  

WE DENY that since the closing of the Scriptural canon, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is the same yesterday, today and forever, now guides His church as it 

approaches the consummation of history to tolerate or commend practices which 

were previously forbidden by Him in the inspired text of the New Testament or 

the Old Testament (as interpreted and modified by the New).  

 

Article 13 

The Holy Spirit’s Role in Our Proper Handling of Scripture  

WE AFFIRM that, although unbelievers can understand the literary sense of the 

Scriptural text, the saving discernment, acceptance, and application of God’s word 

requires the Holy Spirit’s work of enlightenment, regeneration, bestowal of faith, 

nurture and sanctification.  

WE DENY that a holy and righteous handling, summarizing, teaching, 

proclamation and application of Scripture can be performed by unregenerate 
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men, even though there may be limited value in their discussions of the 

Scriptures.  

WE DENY that the Holy Spirit ever teaches men to believe or leads men to do 

what is contrary to the Scripture. 
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PREFACE 

Summit I of the International Council on Biblical Inerrancy took place in Chicago on 

October 26-28, 1978 for the purpose of affirming afresh the doctrine of the inerrancy of 

Scripture, making clear the understanding of it and warning against its denial. In the 

years that have passed since Summit I, God has blessed that effort in ways surpassing 

most anticipations. A gratifying flow of helpful literature on the doctrine of inerrancy as 

well as a growing commitment to its value give cause to pour forth praise to our great 

God. 

The work of Summit I had hardly been completed when it became evident that there 

was yet another major task to be tackled. While we recognize that belief in the inerrancy 

of Scripture is basic to maintaining its authority, the values of that commitment are only 

as real as one's understanding of the meaning of Scripture. Thus, the need for Summit 

II. For two years plans were laid and papers were written on themes relating to 

hermeneutical principles and practices. The culmination of this effort has been a 

meeting in Chicago on November 10-13, 1982 at which we, the undersigned, have 

participated. 

In similar fashion to the Chicago Statement of 1978, we herewith present these 

affirmations and denials as an expression of the results of our labors to clarify 

hermeneutical issues and principles. We do not claim completeness or systematic 

treatment of the entire subject, but these affirmations and denials represent a consensus 

of the approximately one hundred participants and observers gathered at this 

conference. It has been a broadening experience to engage in dialogue, and it is our 

prayer that God will use the product of our diligent efforts to enable us and others to 

more correctly handle the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15). 

 

Article I 

WE AFFIRM that the normative authority of Holy Scripture is the authority of God 

Himself, and is attested by Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church.  
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WE DENY the legitimacy of separating the authority of Christ from the authority of 

Scripture, or of opposing the one to the other. 

 

Article II 

WE AFFIRM that as Christ is God and Man in One Person, so Scripture is, indivisibly, 

God's Word in human language.  

WE DENY that the humble, human form of Scripture entails errancy any more than the 

humanity of Christ, even in His humiliation, entails sin. 

 

Article III 

WE AFFIRM that the Person and work of Jesus Christ are the central focus of the entire 

Bible.  

WE DENY that any method of interpretation which rejects or obscures the Christ-

centeredness of Scripture is correct. 

 

Article IV 

WE AFFIRM that the Holy Spirit who inspired Scripture acts through it today to work 

faith in its message.  

WE DENY that the Holy Spirit ever teaches to any one anything which is contrary to the 

teaching of Scripture.  

 

Article V 

WE AFFIRM that the Holy Spirit enables believers to appropriate and apply Scripture 

to their lives.  

WE DENY that the natural man is able to discern spiritually the biblical message apart 

from the Holy Spirit.  

 

Article VI 

WE AFFIRM that the Bible expresses God's truth in propositional statements, and we 

declare that biblical truth is both objective and absolute. WE FURTHER AFFIRM that a 

statement is true if it represents matters as they actually are, but is an error if it 

misrepresents the facts.  
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WE DENY that, while Scripture is able to make us wise unto salvation, biblical truth 

should be defined in terms of this function. WE FURTHER DENY that error should be 

defined as that which willfully deceives.  

 

Article VII 

WE AFFIRM that the meaning expressed in each biblical text is single, definite and 

fixed.  

WE DENY that the recognition of this single meaning eliminates the variety of its 

application.  

 

Article VIII 

WE AFFIRM that the Bible contains teachings and mandates which apply to all cultural 

and situational contexts and other mandates which the Bible itself shows apply only to 

particular situations.  

WE DENY that the distinctions between the universal and particular mandates of 

Scripture can be determined by cultural and situational factors. WE FURTHER DENY 

that universal mandates may ever be treated as culturally or situationally relative.  

 

Article IX 

WE AFFIRM that the term hermeneutics, which historically signified the rules of 

exegesis, may properly be extended to cover all that is involved in the process of 

perceiving what the biblical revelation means and how it bears on our lives.  

WE DENY that the message of Scripture derives from, or is dictated by, the interpreter's 

understanding. Thus WE DENY that the "horizons" of the biblical writer and the 

interpreter any rightly "fuse" in such a way that what the text communicates to the 

interpreter is not ultimately controlled by the expressed meaning of the Scripture. 

 

Article X 

WE AFFIRM that Scripture communicates God's truth to us verbally through a wide 

variety of literary forms.  

WE DENY that any of the limits of human language render Scripture inadequate to 

convey God's message. 
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Article XI 

WE AFFIRM that translations of the text of Scripture can communicate knowledge of 

God across all temporal and cultural boundaries.  

WE DENY that the meaning of biblical texts is so tied to the culture out of which they 

came that understanding of the same meaning in other cultures is impossible. 

 

Article XII 

WE AFFIRM that in the task of translating the Bible and teaching it in the context of 

each culture, only those functional equivalents which are faithful to the content of 

biblical teaching should be employed.  

WE DENY the legitimacy of methods which either are insensitive to the demands of 

cross-cultural communication or distort biblical meaning in the process.  

 

Article XIII 

WE AFFIRM that awareness of the literary categories, formal and stylistic, of the 

various parts of Scripture is essential for proper exegesis, and hence we value genre 

criticism as one of the many disciplines of biblical study.  

WE DENY that generic categories which negate historicity may rightly be imposed on 

biblical narratives which present themselves as factual. 

 

Article XIV 

WE AFFIRM that the biblical record of events, discourses and sayings, though 

presented in a variety of appropriate literary forms, corresponds to historical fact.  

WE DENY that any event, discourse or saying reported in Scripture was invented by 

the biblical writers or by the traditions they incorporated. 

 

Article XV 

WE AFFIRM the necessity of interpreting the Bible according to its literal, or normal, 

sense. The literal sense is the grammatical-historical sense, that is, the meaning which 

the writer expressed. Interpretation according to the literal sense will take account of all 

figures of speech and literary forms found in the text. 
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WE DENY the legitimacy of any approach to Scripture that attributes to it meaning 

which the literal sense does not support. 

 

Article XVI 

WE AFFIRM that legitimate critical techniques should be used in determining the 

canonical text and its meaning.  

WE DENY the legitimacy of allowing any method of biblical criticism to question the 

truth or integrity of the writer's expressed meaning, or of any other scriptural teaching.  

 

Article XVII 

WE AFFIRM the unity, harmony and consistency of Scripture and declare that it is its 

own best interpreter.  

WE DENY that Scripture may be interpreted in such a way as to suggest that one 

passage corrects or militates against another. WE DENY that later writers of Scripture 

misinterpreted earlier passages of Scripture when quoting from or referring to them. 

 

Article XVIII 

WE AFFIRM that the Bible's own interpretation of itself is always correct, never 

deviating from, but rather elucidating, the single meaning of the inspired text. The 

single meaning of a prophet's words includes, but is not restricted to, the understanding 

of those words by the prophet and necessarily involves the intention of God evidenced 

in the fulfillment of those words.  

WE DENY that the writers of Scripture always understood the full implications of their 

own words. 

 

Article XIX 

WE AFFIRM that any preunderstandings which the interpreter brings to Scripture 

should be in harmony with scriptural teaching and subject to correction by it.  

WE DENY that Scripture should be required to fit alien preunderstandings, inconsistent 

with itself, such as naturalism, evolutionism, scientism, secular humanism, and 

relativism.  
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Article XX 

WE AFFIRM that since God is the author of all truth, all truths, biblical and 

extrabiblical, are consistent and cohere, and that the Bible speaks truth when it touches 

on matters pertaining to nature, history, or anything else. WE FURTHER AFFIRM that 

in some cases extra-biblical data have value for clarifying what Scripture teaches, and 

for prompting correction of faulty interpretations.  

WE DENY that extrabiblical views ever disprove the teaching of Scripture or hold 

priority over it. 

 

Article XXI 

WE AFFIRM the harmony of special with general revelation and therefore of biblical 

teaching with the facts of nature.  

WE DENY that any genuine scientific facts are inconsistent with the true meaning of 

any passage of Scripture. 

 

Article XXII 

WE AFFIRM that Genesis 1-11 is factual, as is the rest of the book.  

WE DENY that the teachings of Genesis 1-11 are mythical and that scientific hypotheses 

about earth history or the origin of humanity may be invoked to overthrow what 

Scripture teaches about creation. 

 

Article XXIII 

WE AFFIRM the clarity of Scripture and specifically of its message about salvation from 

sin.  

WE DENY that all passages of Scripture are equally clear or have equal bearing on the 

message of redemption. 

 

Article XXIV 

WE AFFIRM that a person is not dependent for understanding of Scripture on the 

expertise of biblical scholars.  

WE DENY that a person should ignore the fruits of the technical study of Scripture by 

biblical scholars. 
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Article XXV 

WE AFFIRM that the only type of preaching which sufficiently conveys the divine 

revelation and its proper application to life is that which faithfully expounds the text of 

Scripture as the Word of God.  

WE DENY that the preacher has any message from God apart from the text of Scripture. 
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APPENDIX 1: 

INTERPRETER’S TOOLS 

 

Fee, Gordon D. New Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors. 3rd ed. 

Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2002.   

Hayes, John H. and Carl R. Holladay. Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner’s Handbook. 3rd ed. 

Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2007.  

Stuart, Douglas K. Old Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors. 3rd ed. 

Louisville: Westminster Press, 2001. 

 

Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha 

James, M.R., Apocryphal New Testament. Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1924.  

Charles, R. H., ed. The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English. 

Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1913.  

Charlesworth, James H., ed. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. 2 vols. Garden City, N.Y. 

: Doubleday, 1983-1985.  

Charlesworth, James H., The New Testament apocrypha and pseudepigrapha : a guide to 

publications, with excursuses on Apocalypses. Metuchen, N.J. : Scarecrow, 1987.  

 

Greek and Hebrew Texts 

Biblia Sacra Utriusque Testamenti Editio Hebraica et Graeca. Stuttgart: Deutsche 

Bibelgesellschaft, 1994.  

Novum Testamentum Graece. 27
th 

ed. Stuttgart : Deutsche Bibelstiftung, 2001.  

Septuaginta; id est, Vetus Testamentum Graece Iuxta LXX Interpretes. Stuttgart, Privilegierte 

Württembergische Bibelanstalt, 1935.  

Septuaginta : Vetus Testamentum Graecum. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1931-. 

(multi-volume work still being published).  

[Torah, Nevi'im u-Khetuvim] = Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. Stuttgart: Deutsche 

Bibelgesellschaft, 1984. 
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Interlinear Testaments 

Kohlenberger, John R., ed. The Greek New Testament : UBS4 with NRSV and NIV. Grand 

Rapids, Mich. : ZondervanPublishingHouse, 1993.  

Green, Jay P., ed. The Interlinear Bible, Hebrew-Greek-English. 4 vols. Grand Rapids:Baker 

Books, 1976-1979.  

Kohlenberger, John R., ed. The Interlinear NIV Hebrew-English Old Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Regency Reference Library, 1987.)  

 

Parallels 

Complete Parallel Bible : Containing the Old and New Testaments with the  

apocryphal/Deuterocanonical books: New Revised Standard Version, Revised English Bible, New 

American Bible, New Jerusalem Bible. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.  

JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh: The Traditional Hebrew Text and the New JPS Translation. 2nd 

ed. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1999. 

Kohlenberger, John R., ed. The Precise Parallel New Testament: Greek text, King James 

Version, Rheims New Testament, Amplified Bible, New International Version, New Revised 

Standard Version, New American Bible, New American Standard Bible. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1995.)  

Layman's Parallel Bible: King James Version, New International Version, Living Bible, New 

Revised Standard Version. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Bible Publishers, 1991.   

Throckmorton, Burton H., Jr., ed. Gospel Parallels: A Comparison of the SynopticGospels 

with Alternative Readings from the Manuscripts and Noncanonical Parallels. 5th ed. Nashville 

: T. Nelson, 1992. 

 

Anchor Bible Dictionary. 6 vols. New York: Doubleday, 1992.  

Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible. Grand Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans, 2000.  

HarperCollins Bible Dictionary. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1996.  

Hayes, John H., ed. Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation. 2 vols. Nashville: AbingdonPress, 

1999.  

Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Revised and Expanded. Nashville: B & H Publishing, 

2015 
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The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible. 4 vols. plus supplement volume. Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1962.  

New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible. (incomplete series). Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 2006 

Soulen, Richard N. Handbook of Biblical Criticism, 3rd ed. Louisville: Westminster John 

Knox Press, 2001. (Ref. BS511.3 .S68 2001) 

 

Aharoni, Yohanan. The Carta Bible Atlas. 4th ed. Jerusalem: Carta, 2002.  

Dowley, Tim. Atlas of the Bible and Christianity. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,1997.  

Curtis, Adrian. Oxford Bible Atlas. 4th ed. NY: Oxford University Press, 2007.  

Pritchard, James B. The Harper Atlas of the Bible. New York: Harper and Row, 1987.  

 

 

Bailey, Kenneth E. Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2008. 

Bailey, Kenneth E. Paul Through Mediterranean Eyes: Cultural Studies in 1 Corinthians. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2011. 

Coogan, Michael D. and Chapman, Cynthia R. A Brief Introduction to the Old Testament: 

The Hebrew Bible in Its Context, 4th Edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009. 

Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps, and Time Lines 10th Anniversary Edition. Torrance: Rose 

Publishing, 2005 

Vos, Howard F. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1999.Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Manners & 

Customs: How the People of the Bible Really Lived.  

Wright, N.T. and Bird, Michael F. The New testament in its World: An Introduction to the 

History, Literature, and Theology of the First Christians. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2019. 

 

A concordance enables you to identify the correct book, chapter, and verse in which a 

word appears in Scripture and to trace a particular topic through the Bible. A particular 

concordance matches a unique version of the Bible. The titles below are a sampling of 

concordances commonly used.  
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Goodrick, Edward W. and John R. Kohlenberger. The NIV Exhaustive Concordance. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990.  

Hatch, Edwin and Henry A. Redpath. A Concordance to the Septuagint. 2nd ed. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Books, 1998.  

Kohlenberger, John R. The Greek-English Concordance to the New Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.  

Kohlenberger, John R. The Hebrew English Concordance to the Old Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.  

Metzger, Bruce M. NRSV Exhaustive Concordance. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991.  

Moulton, W. F. A Concordance to the Greek Testament. 6th edition. London: T.&T. Clark, 

2002.  

Strong, James. The strongest Strong’s exhaustive concordance of the Bible. Grand Rapids, 

Mich. : Zondervan, 2001.  

Whitaker, Richard E. The Eerdmans Analytic Concordance to the Revised Standard Version of 

the Bible. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988.  

Wigram, George V. The Englishman's Greek Concordance : Numerically Coded to Strong's 

Exhaustive Concordance. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1979.  

Wigram, George V. The New Englishman's Hebrew Concordance: Coded to Strong’s 

Concordance Numbering System. Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers Inc., 1984. 

 

Lexicons and wordbooks define the meaning of specific words in their original 

language as well as providing grammatical information. In general lexicons are one 

volume and wordbooks multi-volume in size. Found below is a sampling of the 

lexicons and wordbooks held by the library.  

Lexicons 

Bauer, Walter (revised by Arndt, Gingrich, Danker). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed., rev. and edited. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2000. 

 Brown, Francis. The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon. Peabody: 

Hendrickson Publishers, 1996.   

Holladay, William. A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978.  
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Wordbooks 

Botterweck, G. Johannes. Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. (ongoing set)Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974-.  

Brown, Colin. The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. rev. ed. 4 vols. 

Exeter, Devon, U.K.: Paternoster Press, 1986.  

Jenni, Ernst. Theological Lexicon of the Old Testament. 3 vols. Peabody: Hendrickson 

Publishers, 1997.  

Kittel, Gerhard. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 10 vols. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1964-1976.  

Spicq, Ceslas. Theological Lexicon of the New Testament. 3 vols. Peabody: Hendrickson.  

Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. 2 vols. Chicago: Moody Press, 1980. 

 VanGemeren, Willem A. New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & 

Exegesis. 5 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997. 

Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words: With Topical Index. 

Thomas Nelson, 1996. 

 

There are many commentaries on individual books of the Bible - some are published as 

individual monographs and others as volumes within a particular commentary series. 

Some commentary series are classified so that all volumes sit together on the shelf and 

others are classified separately by the biblical book. Listed below are the commentary 

series which are located in the Reference Room with duplicate copies of those found in 

the stacks.  

Anchor Bible 

Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture/New Testament  

Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture/Old Testament 

Hermeneia (classified separately) International Critical Commentary  

Interpretation (classified separately)  

JPS Torah Commentary (classified separately)  

New Century Bible Commentary (classified separately)  

New International Commentary on the New Testament (classified separately) 

 New International Commentary on the Old Testament (classified separately)  
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Old Testament Library (classified separately)  

Proclamation (classified separately)  

Sacra Pagina  

Word Biblical Commentary  

 

One Volume Commentaries 

The HarperCollins Bible Commentary. rev. ed. San Francisco: Harper, 2000. 

Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown's Commentary On the Whole Bible. 

Matthew Henry’s Commentary of the Bible in One Volume 

The New Jerome Biblical Commentary. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1999. 

The Wycliffe Bible Commentary. Moody Publishers, 1962 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty 

[New Testament Edition].  John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, editors.  David C. Cook, 

1983. 

 

E-Sword. Rick Meyers, copyright 2012. http://www.e-sword.net 

Bible Explorer. http://www.bible-explorer.com 

 

There are many, many tools available via the internet today, with more being added 

almost daily. 

 

 

Biblical Backgrounds 

bibback.com/index.html 

 

Bible Pictures 

biblelandpictures.com/  

 

Artwork and Collections 

www.artres.com/C.aspx?VP3=CMS3&VF=ARTHO1_3_VForm#/CMS3&VF=ARTHO1

_3_VForm&Flash=1  

http://biblelandpictures.com/
http://www.artres.com/C.aspx?VP3=CMS3&VF=ARTHO1_3_VForm#/CMS3&VF=ARTHO1_3_VForm&Flash=1
http://www.artres.com/C.aspx?VP3=CMS3&VF=ARTHO1_3_VForm#/CMS3&VF=ARTHO1_3_VForm&Flash=1
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Werner-Forman Archive 

www.werner-forman-archive.com/ 

 

Images of Archaeological Sites 

bigbible.org/israel/  

 

The Bible Atlas 

www.swartzentrover.com/cotor/bible/Bible/Bible%20Atlas/Bible%20Atlas.htm 

 

Bible History Online 

www.bible-history.com/ 

 

Biblical Studies UK 

www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/index.html 

Bible Mapper 

www.biblemapper.com/ 

 

Bible Atlas 

www.openbible.info/geo/atlas/  

 

Bible Maps and Charts 

www.biblestudy.org/maps/main.html 

 

Bible Places 

www.bibleplaces.com/  

 

Bible Researcher 

http://www.bible-researcher.com/index.html 

 

 

Bible Texts and Extras: 

Glo Bible 

globible.com/ 

 

Academic Online Bibles 

www.academic-bible.com/en/online-bibles/ 

 

http://www.werner-forman-archive.com/
http://bigbible.org/israel/
http://www.swartzentrover.com/cotor/bible/Bible/Bible%20Atlas/Bible%20Atlas.htm
http://www.bible-history.com/
http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/index.html
http://www.biblemapper.com/
http://www.openbible.info/geo/atlas/
http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/main.html
http://www.bibleplaces.com/
http://www.bible-researcher.com/index.html
http://globible.com/
http://www.academic-bible.com/en/online-bibles/
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Westminster Leningrad Codex 

www.tanach.us/Tanach.xml#Home 

 

Biblical Manuscripts 

rosetta.reltech.org/Ebind/docs/TC/ 

 

Art and the Bible 

https://www.artbible.info 

 

The Bible and Interpretation 

https://bibleinterp.arizona.edu 

 

 

Old Testament 

Assisting You to Learn 

https://sites.ualberta.ca/~ebenzvi/teaching.html 

 

Resources Related to the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible 

http://three-things.ca/?page_id=2201 

 

Dead Sea Scrolls Digital Library 

https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/explore-the-archive 

 

 

Old Testament Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha: 

NET Bible 

bible.org/netbible/index.htm?textwelc.htm  

 

Pseudepigrapha, Apocrypha, and Sacred Writings 

www.pseudepigrapha.com/  

 

Online Pseudepigrapha 

ocp.tyndale.ca/  

 

Early Jewish Writings 

www.earlyjewishwritings.com/  

 

http://www.tanach.us/Tanach.xml#Home
http://rosetta.reltech.org/Ebind/docs/TC/
http://www.artbible.info/
https://bibleinterp.arizona.edu/
https://sites.ualberta.ca/~ebenzvi/teaching.html
http://three-things.ca/?page_id=2201
https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/explore-the-archive
http://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?textwelc.htm
http://www.pseudepigrapha.com/
http://ocp.tyndale.ca/
http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/
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New Testament: 

From Jesus to Christ 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/ 

 

Into His Own: Perspective on the World of Jesus 

virtualreligion.net/iho/ 

 

The Five Gospel Parallels 

http://sites.utoronto.ca/religion/synopsis/meta-5g.htm 

 

The Johannine Literature Web 

catholic-resources.org/John/ 

 

The Paul Page 

http://www.thepaulpage.com 

 

New Testament Gateway 

www.ntgateway.com/ 

 

Resource Pages for Biblical Studies 

torreys.org/bible/ 

 

 

NT Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha: 

Gnostic Library 

www.gnosis.org/naghamm/nhl.html  

 

Non-canonical Literature 

wesley.nnu.edu/sermons-essays-books/noncanonical-literature/  

 

Pseudepigrapha, Apocrypha, and Sacred Writings 

www.pseudepigrapha.com/  

 

Early Christian Writings 

www.earlychristianwritings.com/  

 

Apocryphal Writings 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/
http://virtualreligion.net/iho/
http://sites.utoronto.ca/religion/synopsis/meta-5g.htm
http://catholic-resources.org/John/
http://www.thepaulpage.com/
http://www.ntgateway.com/
http://torreys.org/bible/
http://www.gnosis.org/naghamm/nhl.html
http://wesley.nnu.edu/sermons-essays-books/noncanonical-literature/
http://www.pseudepigrapha.com/
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www.interfaith.org/christianity/apocrypha/  

Deuterocanonical Books 

st-takla.org/pub_Deuterocanon/Deuterocanon-Apocrypha_El-Asfar_El-Kanoneya_El-

Tanya__0-index.html#text  

 

 

Biblical and Extrabiblical Commentaries/Dictionaries: 

www.bestcommentaries.com/  

 

Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/ 

 

Dictionary of Nature Imagery in the Bible  

http://dni.tau.ac.il 

 

http://www.bestcommentaries.com/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/
http://dni.tau.ac.il/

